CALL FOR PAPERS

XTI INTERNATIONAL COLLOQUIUM
ON THE MEXICAN NORTHEAST AND TEXAS

The Border: History, Memory and the
Present

September 23-26, 2026

The University of Texas Rio Grande Valley (UTRGYV) in Edinburg, TX

Borderlands are places where different people meet and make meanings. The borderlands of the
Mexican Northeast and Texas represent more than a shared geographic space; they embody a
layered history shaped by movement, conflict, and cultural exchange. Shaped by historical forces
that span beyond the U.S.Mexico boundary, people and states have continually redefined the Rio
Bravo/Rio Grande borderlands from colonial encounters to contemporary transnational
dynamics. The memory of these interactions, whether through migration, trade, or resistance
continues to shape present-day identities and relationships. Social, political, and economic forces
have not only marked differences but also revealed enduring connections, casting the borderlands
as a complex space where past legacies and present realities converge.

The XI COLOQUIO INTERNACIONAL DEL NORESTE MEXICANO Y

TEXAS invite papers examining how the peoples of the Noreste Mexicano y Texas borderlands
have made meanings for themselves and how this understanding has changed throughout history,
has impacted memory, and has shaped the present.

Our Colloquium seeks to understand the various historical interpretations of those shared
processes in the Rio Bravo/Rio Grande borderlands from various disciplinary angles. The
11th International Colloquium will focus on the following themes:

* Historical Encounters and Colonial Legacies

* Migration, Mobility, and Transborder Lives

* Cultural Exchange and Hybrid Identities

* Borderlands Memory and Collective Narratives

* Resistance Movements and Social Struggles

* Economic Interdependence and Trade Networks

* Environmental Histories of the Rio Bravo/Rio Grande
* Language, Education, and Cultural Transmission

* Gender and Identity in the Borderlands



* Race, Ethnicity, and Social Dynamics

* Urbanization and Rural Continuities

* Border Policing, Surveillance, and Human Rights

* Art, Literature, and Media Across Borders

* Indigenous Histories and Contemporary Realities

* Religion and Spiritual Practices in the Borderlands
* Youth, Memory, and Future Imaginaries

* Digital Borderlands: Technology and Representation
* Binational Policies and Regional Cooperation

* Health, Migration, and Community Well-being

* Borderlands as Spaces of Belonging and Exclusion

Those interested in participating shall submit an abstract of no more than 1,000 characters as
well as a brief CV by Friday, January 23, 2026. Please include your full name, institutional
affiliation, and email address. A select number of proposals will be chosen by the International
Colloquium Academic Committee specializing in the region’s history. Decisions will be made by
mid-March and are unappealable.

The selected participants will have approximately 20 minutes to present their work (we
recommend a paper of no more than 8 pages in TNR, 12-point, double space).

To submit your abstract and for more information on the history of the
Colloquium, visit www.cologuionorestexas.com.

For questions on the 2026 Colloquium at UTRGYV please email:
internationalcollloquiuml1@gmail.com

Organizing Institutions:

Instituto Nacional de Antropologia e Historia

The University of Texas Rio Grande Valley
Texas A&M University
Universidad Autonoma de Coahuila
Universidad Autonoma de Nuevo Leon

Universidad Autonoma de Tamaulipas



Instituto de Investigaciones Historicas y Facultad de Filosofia y Letras
de laUniversidad Nacional Autonoma de México

CIESAS, Unidad Noreste

Center for the Study of the Southwest: Texas State University



